
ERA-ENVHEALTH started in September 2008 

with 16 environment and health research 

programme managers from 10 countries. Its 

1st EC periodic report was submitted in Octo-

ber 2009.  During this 1st year, the neces-

sary tools and structures for efficient man-

agement of the project have been put in 

place (quality manual, project progress indi-

cators, …) and the project is progressing in 

line with its objectives.  

ERA-ENVHEALTH has developed a shared 

vision and improved exchange of knowledge 

and expertise between countries through 

access to data at the European level 

(websitewebsitewebsitewebsite, expertexpertexpertexpert    and and and and research databasesresearch databasesresearch databasesresearch databases). 

The “Environment and Health Research 

Database” is online, providing an informa-

tion management tool to structure and facili-

tate access, analysis and exchange of infor-

mation on Environment and Health research 

programmes and projects in Europe. It pro-

vides a widespread overview of the activities 

in this field, increasing the visibility of E&H 

research in Europe.  

The “Expert database” identifies relevant 

scientific experts in E&H.  

The originality of ERA-ENVHEALTH is that a 

first call for proposals was launched at the 

start of the project on: “Health vulnerability 

resulting from future climate change im-

pacts on soil-water ecosystems, land use 

and water resources at regional scale”. 2 

projects were selected for funding. This 1st 

call  gives a strong framework for future 

transnational calls and provides excellent 

learning ground for the ERA-ENVHEALTH 

consortium.  

Finally, the project's External Advisory Com-

mittee (EAC) has been set up with 8 mem-

bers who met for the first time at the annual 

General Assembly meeting in Rome in Sep-

tember 2009.  

P R O G R E S S  R E P O R T  A N D  S U B M I S S I O N   
O F  T H E  1 S T  E C  P E R I O D I C  R E P O R T  

G A  M E E T I N G  I N  R O M E  

I N  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

W P 1  P R E P A R A T I O N  O F  

T H E  F I N A L  R E P O R T   

W P 4  E V A L U A T I O N  C O M -

M I T T E E  C R E A T I O N   

U P C O M I N G  M E E T I N G S   

S E A S O N S  G R E E T I N G S  

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  N E W S :   
 
D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

MO N T H L Y  N E W S F L A S HM O N T H L Y  N E W S F L A S HM O N T H L Y  N E W S F L A S HM O N T H L Y  N E W S F L A S H     

N E W  C O MM U N I C A T I O N  T O O L S :   
M O N T H L Y  N E W S F L A S H  

WP5 addresses the dissemination and communication 

strategy of the project. It ensures participation of the vari-

ous stakeholders and ensures they have access to the re-

sults. The project aims to bring in new contributors through 

effective promotion of the project objectives, progress and 

results. The project logo, designed by high school students 

in Sweden, adds an educational dimension to the project's 

identity. A leaflet and posters have been created, distrib-

uted and presented in various events. The project website 

is online: www.erawww.erawww.erawww.era----envhealth.euenvhealth.euenvhealth.euenvhealth.eu    and updated regularly. And 

now a monthly newsflash is being implemented. Please do Please do Please do Please do 

not hesitate to contribute. not hesitate to contribute. not hesitate to contribute. not hesitate to contribute.  

R E M I N D E R :  

N E X T  D E A D L I N E S  

• 9 December 2009: Five 

priority themes: actual 
and future 

• Mid-January 2010:  Final 

comments on WP1 re-
port: emphasis on discus-
sion and conclusions 

• February 2010: Deadline 

for submission to EC of 
WP1 report 

• February 2010: Deadline 

for submission to EC of 
the research database 
and guidelines for the 
users 
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Rome, 23 September 2009, EAC dinner 

    
/  E R A - E N V H E A L T H  /  N E W S F L A S H  /  I S S U E  1 ,  D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

Page  1 



W P 4  —  F U N D I N G  J O I N T  T R A N S N A T I O N A L  C A L L S :  
C R E A T I O N  O F  T H E  E V A L U A T I O N  S T E E R I N G  C O MM I T T E E   

The information from 13 countries on 41 organi-

sations, 49 programmes and 464 projects en-

tered into the E&H research database last sum-

mer is being analysed by UVZ and UBA for the 

final overview of research programmes and pro-

jects. A wider scope will be achieved in the final 

report when compared to the draft overview 

(published in April 2009) as the second phase of 

the information requests was extended to non 

ERA-ENVHEALTH partners, thus aiming to provide 

an overview and description of the Environment 

and Health research landscape in the EU. The 

information gathered in this way is to be used to 

identify and prioritise key strategic issues in E&H. 

The General Assembly (GA) meeting took place 

this year on the 24th of September. It was kindly 

hosted by ISPRA in Rome. This meeting was pre-

ceeded by a meeting on the 23rd with the Exter-

nal Advisory Committee (EAC) members and fol-

lowed on the 25th by a workshop organised by 

RIVM for WP2 on prioritisation criteria.  

This year’s annual  GA meeting was well-

attended and widely enjoyed event. It was very 

successful and enabled us to measure the moti-

vation, implication and interest in the project. 

Many very interesting ideas came out of the dis-

cussions, on the scientific and communication 

side of the project in particular.  

This first disscussion with the EAC members revealed interesting 

points for enhancing the project’s impacts. These included: bet-

ter integration of the strategic objective of evidence-based policy-

making with a particular focus 

on theme definition; and imple-

menting fast, concise and effi-

cient through flow of informa-

tion in order to increase disse-

mination.  

G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  M E E T I N G  I N  R O M E ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 9  

W P 1  —  I N F O R M A T I O N  E X C H A N G E :  F I N A L  R E P O R T   

A first call was launched in 2008, funded by 3 

partners. It resulted in the selection of 2 projects, 

providing a practical experience and good case 

study for transnational collaborative working in 

funding research. This first call will therefore be 

evaluated in order to identify the strengths and 

weaknesses of its process, measure perform-

ance and efficiency and help suggest solutions 

that would improve the management of the calls. 

This evaluation is a keystone to appreciate the 

adequacy between policy-making needs and 

research results and outcomes. In addition, it is, 

to our knowledge, a novelty in ERA-NETs. It will 

The search for new partners has started. 
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M E E T I N G  I N  T H E  N E -
T H E R L A N D S  

V R O L I J K  K E R S T F E E S T  

W E S O Ł Y C H  ŚW I Ą T  

G O D  J U L  

N O L L A I G  S H O N A  D U I T  

Rome,  Italy,  25 Sept. 2009 
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We would like to thank all partners and the 

other non-ERA-ENVHEALTH organisations for  

their collaboration in collecting information 

on the E&H programmes and projects in 

Europe and would like to remind partners 

that the first draft of the analysis (not yet the 

discussion and recommendations) has been 

sent for comments before the 9th of Decem-

ber. A second round of comments is ex-

pected in mid-January with an emphasis on 

the finalisation of the recommendations and 

conclusions of this final WP1 report on E&H 

programmes and projects.  

be a 2-step evaluation: in 2010 looking at the 

process and in 2012 looking at the follow-up and 

impacts. An Evaluation Steering Committee is to 

be set up to pilot and supervise this evaluation. It 

will meet 3 times in 2010 and will be composed of 

11 members: one representative of each of the 3 

financing partners, 3 representatives of non-

financing countries members of  ERA-ENVHEALTH, 

2 representatives of the ERA2 representatives of the ERA2 representatives of the ERA2 representatives of the ERA----ENVHEALTH External ENVHEALTH External ENVHEALTH External ENVHEALTH External 

Advisory CommitteeAdvisory CommitteeAdvisory CommitteeAdvisory Committee, the President of the 1st call 

scientific evaluation committee and the 2 leaders 

responsible for the WP and Evaluation task.  

Volunteers are still requested. Volunteers are still requested. Volunteers are still requested. Volunteers are still requested.  


