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WHO WE ARE
We are 
60 Member 
organisationsg
in 24 EU Member 
States and beyond



Th i t ti l ti t t d iThe international exotic pet trade is a 
main pathway for IAS

 Escapes
 Intentional releases

Pomacea insularum



WHAT IS THE EU DOING?

EU R l ti IAS N ti Li t f

WHAT IS THE EU DOING?

EU Regulation on IAS       Negative List of 
prohibited species slow & burdensome 

d tiupdating process.



What is a Positive List?
A list of species allowed to be traded and kept as 

What is a Positive List?
A list of species allowed to be traded and kept as 
pets by the general public



A single List to guarantee:

1. Animal Welfare
2. Animal Health2. Animal Health
3. Human Health and Safety
4. Environmental Protection4. Environmental Protection





Negative List Positive List under consideration Positive List in a law proposal Positive List
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2013 2018





BELGIUM AND THE POSITIVE LIST: A SUCCESS STORY
5 objective criteria:
Easy to keep and capable of being y p p g
given shelter with respect for 
fundamental animal needs
No particular danger to human 
health
No threat to local fauna if escapeNo threat to local fauna if escape
Bibliographic data on the keeping 
of the species is availableof the species is available
Conflict between data/insufficient 
data: benefit of the doubt goes to the 
animal.



 General derogation:

• Zoological gardens
Ci• Circuses

• Laboratories
P i t• Private persons

Animals already in 
possessionpossession 
With a license



HISTORYHISTORY 

 2001: Royal Decree fixing a list 
of 42 mammal species

 Possibility for private persons 
to obtain a license for keeping p g
other species 

 Evaluation on scientific basis Evaluation on scientific basis 



HISTORY 
Legal challenges: 

A dib l li g (2008  E  C t 
 Quantitative restrictions on 

imports and all measures 

Andibel ruling (2008, European Court 
of Justice): 
 Restrictions may be justified for p

having equivalent effect shall 
be prohibited between 

 Restrictions may be justified for 
protection of the environment

 Animal welfare is a legitimate p
member states;

 Positive list is not

g
objective in the public interest

 List must be based on objective, 
 Positive list is not 

proportionate to the objective 
pursued

non discriminatory criteria
 A procedure must exist for adding 

new species to the list   pursued new species to the list.  
 New Royal Decree





English name Scientific name
Red-necked wallaby Macropus rufogriseus
Dog Canis familiaris
C t F li tCat Felis catus
Ferret Mustela furio
Donkey (domesticated version) Equus asinus
Equus Hybrid (hybrid of donkey and horse) Equus asinus x Equus caballusq y ( y y ) q q
Horse Equus caballus
Hinny (Hybrid of horse and donkey) Equus caballus x Equus asinus
Pig Sus scrofa
Llama (Domesticated version) Lama glamaLlama (Domesticated version) Lama glama
Guanaco Lama guanicoe
Alpaca (Domesticated version) Lama pacos
Chital deer Axis axis
Red deer Cervus elaphus
Fallow deer Dama dama
Domestic cow Bos taurus
Water buffalo (Domesticated version) Bubalus bubalisWater buffalo (Domesticated version) Bubalus bubalis
Goat (Domesticated version) Capra hircus
Alpine ibex Capra ibex
Mountain sheep Ovis ammon
Sheep (Domesticated version) Ovis aries
Black-tailed prarie dog Cynomys ludovicianus



THE NETHERLANDS AND THE POSITIVE LISTTHE NETHERLANDS AND THE POSITIVE LIST

 2014: Wageningen UR Livestock 
Research was requested to identify a 
methodology to assess the species to 
be included in the listbe included in the list.

 2015: Adoption of the PL Ministerial 
DecreeDecree

 2017: traders’ lawsuit
 2018: new committee convened   



CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIONS

 It works!
Scientific and objective approachScientific and objective approach
Procedure to add species
No legal objectionsNo legal objections
Enforcement is easy 
Co ntries’ pec liarities differentCountries’ peculiarities → different

solutions
Yes, prevention is better than cure!



THANK YOU!


